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Two Chinese characters forming the word
“HAINAN” are enclosed in a globe, represent-
ing “Hainanese” people in the world community.

The characters are rendered in a lively format,
to signify the dynamism of the “Hainanese”
people in meeting challenges and building
the future.
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Stepped in Ngee Ann City Tower B,
the articles inside the display cabinets
are all the classic, trendy and branded
items. One would easily lose focus.
Orchard Road has become a shopping
paradise for tourists is hard to come by.
The enterpreneurs who chose to site
their offices here demonstrated their
fore-sightedness.

The lift sent me to the front door of
Cortina Watch Holdings Co. Confronted
me are modern decors with simple but
elegant design and colour scheme
which give one a sense of precision
and comfort. Just seated in the Con-
ference Room, an elder worn in white
long sleeve came in. He is none other
than the well known “never be late” Mr
Anthony Lim, a towering figure in Asian
time-piece industry, did not make me
waiting!

| apologied for being late by two
minutes. Mr Lim just responded with
a smile and suddenly the atmosphere
became warm and easy.

Founded Cortina Watch From
Scraps

Save for the company name, no
clocks or watches are on display in the
ofice. Mr Lim told me that Cortina Watch
mainly dealt with wholesale, distribution
and entre-port business. They did not
involved in manufacturing time -pieces.

It was learnt that in 1972, Mr Lim
and a few of his friends founded the Cor-
tina Watch Co. The first retail outlet was
situated inside Cortina Departmental
Sotre at Aurora Building (In the vicinity
of present High Court).

In the past half century, the com-
pany has traversed many upheavals
and overcome many difficulties to reach
the present scale. This is made possible
by the leader, Mr Lim's determination,
wisdom and open-mindedness.

At present, Cortina Watch Group

is the sole-agent for 50 famous interna-
tional brands of time-piece. It operates
25 elite outlets in Asia. Mr Anthony Lim
is the Chairman of Cortina Watch Hold-
ings Pte Ltd. He has 45 years of leader-
ship experience. He is responsible for
management, strgetic planning and
business development. His business
covers South-East Asia, Taiwan and
Hong Kong.

Is there an outlet in Hainan? Mr
Lim replied:"At the present moment no,
because of disparity in taxes.”

Turbulent Times Aggravate
Stronger Will

Mr Lim was born in 1935 in Wen
Chang, Hainan. He was brought by
his parents to Singapore when he was
6 months old. In his youthful days, he
experienced WWII, demise of his father
and hence he has no chance to go to
school. At the age of 15, he went to
Malaya Federation to work for his rela-
tive and he returned to Singapore for
greener pasture at the age of 20.

Though life was tough in those
days, it provided a chance to train Mr
Lim's will and perseverence.

He was brought in the time-piece
industry by his friends. At that time,
this was a lucratic industry. Meanwhile,
in order to upgrade himself, Mr Lim
enroled himself in the evening class
run by the Adult Education Board. He
was determined to master the English
language.

Mr Lim recalled how difficult he
was to learn English language, but
he was determined to master it as he
knew it is the working language and the
language to communicate with his cus-
tomers and manufacturers overseas.

Opportunity always bestows on the
one who is well-prepared. The yonug
Mr Lim kept on studying while he was
at work. His deligence, perseverence,

/ 6O@$QE%“

coupled with his extensive human rela-
tions and opportunity, had paid off. After
several years in the time-piece industry,
he had emerged to be a leader in the
industry in Asian region.

Mr Lim humbly admitted his Eng-
lish was not up to the mark. He has no
problem in conversational English, but
his written English is deficient and he
has to enlist the help from someone.
In fact, according to the traditional
marketing stragedy, eloquence is in
the best position to occupy supremacy
in marketing and sale of any products,
clocks and watches are no exception.

Convergence of Resources
Promote Human Relation-
ship

Mr Lim began to participate in the
activities of clan association some ten
years ago. He is the Vice Chairman of
Lim Clan Association. He helped the
Hainan Society to promote parochial
opera- Haian opera, which had since
staged two performances at the Es-
panade. Three years ago, he founded
the Hainan Commerce Chamber. The
aim is to combine the strength of com-
merce and expertise to make contribu-
tion to education and charity. A good
example was to raise fund for the Ren
Ci Hospital and sponsored the cultural
exchange programme for the students
from Hainan.

As the society develops in rapid
speed, human relations become more
and more complex. Beitacluboraclan
associatio, it is a place where human
resource and monetary resources con-
gregate. In the course of running the as-
sociation and organising activities, due
to the divergence in social, educational
background, individual thinking and the
way of communication, it is inevitable
controversy will arise and conflict and
arguement are often heard.
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As a long standing clan asso-
ciation, the Hainan Huay Kuan is also
plagued with these questions.So, how
to contain the defferences and be
united as one is the challenge of the
association.

Hainan Huay Kuan is governed by
a Management Committee. There is a
Tian Hou Temple which is responsible
for the running of an old folks home
and manage the property with the aim
to serve the clansfolks and the society
at large.

How to congregate the resources
and foster close human relationship
in order to achieve the goal? Mr Lim
opines that due to the differences in
stand, different views expressed can be
understandable. Itis only to discard bias
with an open mind and mutual respect,
couple with enhanced communication,
then consesus can be reached. After
all, everyone is a community worker,
performing uneviable voluntary job.
What is there to fight for power and self
interest? For the development of the
association, everybody should put aside
cliquish interest, contain the differences,
co-operate with one another, then can
the good traditions be prolonged and
the interest of the Hainan community
be upheld.

&

Society Transformed Move
Abrest with the Changing
World

In the old days, the clan associa-
tions provided shelter for the new immi-
grants who first came here from China
to earn a living. In addition, they also
helped the new immigrants to look for
jobs, provide social and friendly acivities
to enhance the relationship of the clans-
folks. Nowadays, clan associations,
like the community centres, organise
various types of courses and activities.
Confronted with the challenges of the
new era, internally we should be more
united.

Along with the society transforma-
tion, the time-piece industry also expe-
rienced major changes. When Mr Lim
first stepped in this industry, he had to
cycle with a full bag of watches to see
his potential costomers, proving door to
door service. Now, he set up more retail
outlets to attract buyers. He even uses
internet to showcase his merchandise
and resorts to on-line sale and thus his
business extends beyond boundaries
and time, fast and easy.

MrAnthony Lim invariably will lead
a team to attend the Annual Spring
World Time-piece Exhibition in Swit-
zerland every year.This will provide him

Due to the differences in stand, different
views expressed can be understandable.

<« It is only to discard bias with an open
mind and mutual respect, couple with
enhanced communication, then consesus
can be reached. After all, everyone is a

: community worker, performing uneviable
@ voluntary job.

with a platform to meet manufacturers
from various countries and to under-
stand the trend in time-piece and for
business talks and deals too.

Educated Children Protract
Family s Core Business

“Speak Mandrin at home. To have
meal at home every week. If the chil-
dren are with me from young, with
frequent contacts, they will naturally be
happy.” Mr Lim'’s three children are well
educated overseas and they are willing
to join the group as new blood, prepar-
ing for the take-over in time to come.
Mrs Lim has been helping to manage
the business all this while, because this
is the core business of the family.

Mr Lim will go to the office in the
morning and visit Hainan Society or
Hainan Huay Kuan in the afternoon. At
times he will play mahjong, meet old
friends or manage association matters.
Apart from his involvement in clan as-
sociation, he also participates actively
in education matters. Presently, he is a
member of the Management Commit-
tee of Yuying Secondary School and
Pei Chun Primary School. He attends
meetings, takes part in school activities
and provides guidance.

9 April 2014
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WE FORGE PARTNERSHIPS
WITH INDUSTRY'S BEST

At Marunda, we go beyond meeting our customers’ expectations — we exceed them. Our
robust partnerships with top industry players and the world’s best engine makers allow
us to stay ahead of the curve and deliver value at every turn. From repairs of engines and
machineries to ship husbandry services, we set the benchmark for excellence in engineering
services. For more information, or to get in touch, visit www.marunda.com.sg

Marunda Utama Engineering Pte. Ltd.
MARU N DA 17 Kaki Bukit Industrial Terrace Singapore 416098

PRIDE AND EXCELLENCE Tel: +65 6749 6888 | Fax: +65 6749 2198

Email: marunda@singnet.com.sg




