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Manufacturer of Oilfield Equipment
ALLWELD ENGINEERING PTE LTD

a e | 21 TuAs AVENUE 2, SINGAPORE 639452
TEL (65) 6861 8091 | (65)9753 9312 .
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We are the biggest commercial dishwashing service
" provider in Singapore and have factory premises
' total of 70,000 square feet at various locations,
mainly Loyang Way, IMM building
and Big Box.

potiing il B8

GS Holdings Limited

Y
Great*g
GreatSolutions Pte Ltd
Solutions oo
Clean & Environmentally Friendly Singapore 507604
Tel :+65 6694 2668

*’fp:\; O ‘ Q % | Fax : +65 6694 2663

o Email : enquiries@greatsolutions.com.sg

www.greatsolutions.com.sg
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Bridge is a trick-taking game
which originated in Russia in 1866
as ‘whist’. It became popular in
the US and UK in the early 20th
century. Today, Bridge is not only
a popular activity around the
world, it also gained recognition
from the International Olympic
Committee in 1995 as a ‘mind-
sport’, therefore giving it eligibility
to be considered as a sport in
the Olympics. There are also
many Bridge competitions held
locally and worldwide for one to
participate in.

Famous figures such as
Bill Gates, Warren Buffett and
Deng Xiaoping plays Bridge and
recognizes it as a sport with great
value to offer. In fact, Warren
Buffett once said ‘I wouldn’t
mind going to jail if | had three
cellmates who played bridge’.
Bridge has become a popular
sport for everyone regardless of
their net worth or social position.

Many Singaporeans have
misconceptions about Bridge,
relating any games which uses
poker cards to gambling in nature.
In fact, Bridge is far from gambling
and is under the same category
as other popular mind-sports like
Chess. Due to its requirement
to count as well as calculate,
Bridge helps to hone one’s logical
and analytical thinking skills to
sharpen one’s mind in other
things that a person does. It also
promotes cooperation among
teammates to gain the most
desired result. Bridge is also a
game which hones one’s ability
to control his/her temper as well
as remain emotionally stable in
trying situations. Finally, unlike
competitive extreme sports, one
can also play Bridge for recreation
and fun for a lifetime. So pick up
Bridge today! It is a great sport
and you won't regret it. B
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HAINAN MEDICAL MISSION
(2009 TO 2019)

2018 is an important milestone for the HAINAN SMILE medical mission of the Singapore Hainan Hwee
Kuan. lItis the 10th anniversary of the humanitarian mission to Hainan Province, PRC.

It marks the selfless love and contributions of Singaporeans to our countrymen in our ancestral home
of Hainan Province. HAINAN SMILE is made possible by the generous support of The Singapore General
Hospital, medical personnel in the Singapore private medical sector and the ChengMai County Government,
Hainan Province PRC.

Since the inception of HAINAN SMILE in 2008, the medical team has been led by Professor Lee Seng
Teik, Emeritus Senior Consultant of the Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, the Singapore
General Hospital (SGH).

Since 2009, twenty medical missions have gone to ChengMai County, Hainan Province to operate
on patients with cleft/craniofacial problems. Each mission comprises of 10-30 doctors, dental specialists,
anaesthetists, speech therapists, operating nurses and ward nurses from both SGH and the private sector.

From 2009 to 2018, the Singapore Medical Team has successfully worked on 430 cleft/craniofacial cases,
250 dental cases and 700 speech cases. The patients come from the various counties in Hainan Province
and many of them have journeyed for hours from far-flung districts to seek medical treatment for themselves
or their children.

The medical missions have been life-changing for these patients of peasant background. Being unable to
seek medical treatment due to financial hardships, these patients and their loved ones have had to suffer the
ignominy of their physical appearance. They are very grateful to the humanitarian medical team for rendering
their professional services on a pro bono basis out of the pure goodness of their hearts.

Having been privileged to witness firsthand several memorable moments, may | share them with you here.
CASE 1:

A teenager with severe cleft palate first came with his eyes gazing at the floor and a handkerchief over his
mouth. After a successful operation and several years later, he became a chef with a monthly income of about
RMB $3,000.00. He has not only found a job but also his self-respect. Today, he is a confident and cheerful young
man with a career.

CASE 2:

A young woman with a wide cleft palate was accompanied by her mother who had sought medical advice from
many hospitals in Hainan and Guangzhou but to no avail. After a successful operation, she has not only found her
self-respect but also love and marriage. She is now the happy young mother of a young child.

CASE 3:

An illiterate peasant young cleft-palate mother of three kids, she married young and, deterred by the deformity,
had never left her village save for the occasional trips to the local market. Acording to her local officials, she heard
of the pro bono medical treatment and journeyed for the first time to ChengMai County Hospital. | happened to
pass by her ward after she had had her operation.
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I saw her gazing wonderstruck into the handheld mirror. As | approached her bed, she quickly slipped the
mirror under her blanket. When | smiled and spoke with her, she burst into tears unaccountably: She could hardly
believe the transformation. She clasped my hands tightly with both her hands in heart-felt gratitude. In between
tears, she profusely expressed her thanks for her new-found appearance and restored dignity.

As she had journeyed from afar, | gave her RMB 300 to defray her expenses. She cried when | asked her to
sign on a voucher acknowledging receipt of the defrayment. She said that she had never attended school because
of her cleft condition; hence she could not write her name. In between tears, she gratefull accepted the money.

| tear as | recount the above cases. These patients have not only lost their dignity as a result of the
affliction. They have also lost their lives, suffering the ignominy painfully and silently in an unforgiving society
filled with taboos. Along with them, their immediate family members also suffer. Each successful patient
brings joys and happiness not only to himself or herself but also to their immediate family members.

| am humbled and behoved to continue being a part of this meaningful humanitarian mission. At this
juncture, | must express my deep-felt thanks to my mentor, Professor Lee Seng Teik who introduced me to the
world of humanitarian work. From him, | have learnt about a great balancer to the business world: the world of
humanitarian work. It has greatly shaped and enriched my outlook towards life. My commitment to HAINAN
SMILE remains steadfast.

In 2017, HAINAN VISION was launched with a MOU signed between the Singapore National Eye Centre
(SNEC) and the WenChang County goverment. The mission seeks to train the local Hainanese doctors in the
use of the phacoemulsification equipment. Hainan Vision was led by Dr Desmond Quek, Consultant of SNEC.
Four medical missions to WenChang County and one medical mission to WuZhiShan County have been
conducted so far, benefitting a total of 130 patients. | am pleased to report that doctors from the WenChang
County have gained proficiency in the use of the phacoemulsification equipment.

In conclusion, on behalf of the Singapore Hainan Hwee Kuan, | place on record our appreciation to the
following:

» The Singapore General Hospital

» Emeritus Consultant Prof Lee Seng Teik

» Private sector medical consultants (anaethetists, orthodontists,
oral surgeon and speech therapists)

» Singapore National Eye Centre
* Dr Desmond Quek

» Generous sponsors from members of the Management Committee
and of the Singapore Hainan Hwee Kuan, friends, corporate sponsors
and friends of the Hainanese Community.

Without their support,
HAINAN SIMILE and HAINAN VISION
will not be possible.

A big thank you to all of you.
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Dr Por Yong Chen

Medical Mission Leader of Hainan
Smiles 2019
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Medical Director

Plastic Surgeon and
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Richard Joseph Cheng Tim Leck

Head of Youth Division/ Facilitator
Singapore Hainan Hwee Kuan

Singapore Medical Team with our Hainanese Counterparts in Year 2018
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